




What is InterTrails?

In autumn 2011, the environmental NGO Mare Nostrum and 

other organisations in countries bordering the Black Sea began 

implementing the project “Interpretative Trails on the Ground: 

Support to the Management of Natural Protected Areas in the 

Black Sea Region”, or InterTrails for short. The partner organisa-

tions are Black Sea NGO Network (Bulgaria), Black Sea (Odes-

sa) Branch of the Ukrainian Environmental Academy of Science 

(Ukraine), Community Foundation Sustainable Development of 

Cahul (Moldova) and the Black Sea Eco Academy in Georgia.

The project, which lasts for two years and whose total 

cost amounts to 396 912.00 EUR, is funded by the European 

Union through the Joint Operational Programme “Black Sea 

Basin 2007-2013”. The project slogan is “Nature without 

borders”, and further details about the project are available 

at www.trails.bsnn.org.

The project includes the creation of interpretive trails in pro-

tected areas around the Black Sea. The trail names are meant 

to provide visitors with a personal meaning of nature, and the 

in this brochure and 20 interpretative points. 

Tour operators in the Black Sea region, particularly those 

in coastal areas, are thus in a better position to meet increasing 

demand for nature-themed holidays. At the moment, these attrac-

to the sustainable use of natural resources, it would appear that 

both private tour operators and national environmental agencies 

share the common objective of enabling people to enjoy nature 

while protecting the environment against all forms of damage. 

However, striking a balance between enjoying and protecting na-

ture still remains a challenge. 

Another project goal is to attempt to establish an interna-

tional structure capable of interpreting aspects of biodiversity, 

geodiversity and culture, ultimately leading to the creation of a 

network of interpretive trails around the Black Sea. This would 

give all tourists access to the Black Seat trek network. 
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Our story in this oasis of tranquillity begins with the rocks 

but the stones themselves, a symbol of the area, and they will 

show how nature has forged these gorges which are a treas-

ure of Dobruja. It took nature millions of years to create such 

beauty.

The glorious landscape of rocks covered in vegetation 

is threatened by intensive grazing. The herds that graze here 

cause the destruction of natural habitats and the extinction 

of rare plant species, which are ousted by opportunistic spe-

by destroying the vegetation and causing it to sink. Once the 

vegetation has gone, the surface becomes subject to erosion 

and weathering. In time, the wonderful pastures in the area will 

be nothing but a memory. 

It would be a shame for the beautiful vegetation to be 

destroyed by overgrazing. There are about 565 plant spe-

cies in Cheile Dobrogei. There is a type of sub-Mediterranean 

scrub that covers reasonably humid valleys; the forest steppe 

has Mediterranean drought tolerant plants, and the steppes 

(Ponto-Sarmatic steppe, loess steppe and stony steppe) oc-

cur naturally in drier areas. Sunny hillsides and ridges are 

the habitat of the mahaleb cherry (Padus mahaleb), the 

Oriental hornbeam (Carpinus orientalis), wild jasmine 

The past engraved in stone
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(Jasminum fruticans), exquisite crocuses (Crocus chry-

santhus, Crocus pallasii) and several endemic species, 

such as Campanula romanica and Ornithogalum am-

phibolum, to name just a few.

There is also the local fauna that prefers to take cover 

in the shade of protective rocks. This is not just the home of 

contemporary species such as the great bat colonies (Rhi-

nolophus mehelyi), but it used to be the habitat of Qua-

ternary fauna including dozens of species, from  the reindeer 

(Rangifer tarandus), the European beaver ( ), 

the mammoth, and the cave hyena (Crocuta crocuta spe-

laea), to great cats such as the cave lion (Pan-

thera leo spelaea), to the cave bear 

(Ursus spelaeus), woolly rhinocer-

os bison and wild horse (Equus 

cabalus), whose fossils have 

been found here. They 

were all found in the rock 

caves, indicating that 

the animals used the 

caves for shelter. 

This pristine 

area is surrounded 

by agricultural land 

that shows how 

brutal the human 

intervention has 

been. The incredible 

change in landscape 

caused by human ac-

tivity is all too visible. 

There are places with 

no trees or shrubs, nothing 

but the black tilled land re-

placing the complex ecosystems 

of forest steppe, steppe, forest, lakes 

and marshland that used to be the habitat 

of countless species. Growing grains on huge areas 

means depriving nearly all wildlife of their habitat, with the ex-

food in such places during the autumn and winter. The tilled 

-

tive for seagulls, crows and storks when it is being ploughed, 

and after the harvest it becomes a food source for grain-eating 

birds, but this does not change the fact that it is one enormous 

man-made desert. 

The strange-shaped limestone landscape modelled by 

water, lining either side of the road, the small watercourse of 

Valea Miresei that runs through the gorges and creates a fair-

ytale view – all these contribute to a sense of wonder. 

There is a spring at the entrance to the stone quarry. In 

springtime, the

Casimcea river suddenly grow stronger, proving that nature will 

along the Cheia Valley, the Jurassic sea that used to be here at 

the back of our minds, we wonder whether we are on dry land 

this landscape. The reef limestone grown long ago in the warm 

seas of the Jurassic and the Cretaceous still preserves the 

ruin-like shape of the former atolls. Jurassic limestone and do-

lomite is the most abundant, occurring in thick, homogeneous 

layers prone to the development of karst, hence the frequency 

and variety of karst topography. Clints and ruiniform towers 

An interesting fact is that the bedrock is made of 0.5-2 

billion years old Precambrian greenschist, which makes them 

the oldest rocks in the region. Occasional rows of craggy boul-

ders rise to the surface as a result of weathering. The 

overlaying limestone was formed during the 

Jurassic and the Cretaceous, about 

180-100 million years ago; they 

still retain the shape of coral 

colonies, up to 15-30 m 

tall, resembling funnels, 

horseshoes, pyramids, 

and erratic blocks that 

look like towers. The 

local karst topogra-

phy is interesting 

enough, with lime-

stone cliffs, poljes, 

sinkholes, small 

valleys, clints, holes 

and caves. 

This landscape 

is the result of soil 

erosion, a complex 

process of erosion of 

the Earth’s mantle by ex-

traneous agents such as the 

wind and rain. It results in the 

formation of sedimentary rocks or 

This gorgeous Dobruja landscape is made up 

of towers, columns, pin-

nacles, and pyramids. 

The valley is bordered 

by tubular hard rocks 

-

tle rock. 

All of these rocky 

wonders are guarded 

by its sharp-eyed guard-

ians hovering in the 

skies above: the Saker 

Falcon (Falco cher-

rug) is always on the 

lookout for any unfortu-

nate small animal that 

might leave the safety of 

the rocks and become 

the falcon’s next meal.
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