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INTERPRETATIVE TRAIL IN DANUBE BIOSPHERE RESERVE

GENERAL INFORMATION
Unique for Europe landscapes are protected in Danube Biosphere
Reserve. The Danube Delta is the youngest and most dynamic area in
Europe. A relatively small area of the territory is floodplain forest areas,
meadows, saline soils, sands, remnants of the steppe. In densely
populated and highly mastered Europe the Danube Delta is a true oasis
of nature among the plowed and disturbed grasslands of southern
Ukraine.
The sign ”0 kilometer” is situated on the Delukivskaya sand-spit where
the Danube flows into the Black Sea. This is the point from where the
distances are counted during navigation on the Danube.

GEOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
The total length of the Danube River makes 2857 km. For drainage area
the Danube ranks second in Europe. The difference between levels of the
Danube in upper and lower points is 678 m. Water volume in the delta is
distributed through the beds: Kiliyskaya - 58%, Sulinskaya - 19%,
Georgyivskaya bed - 23%.
The Danube forms nearly half of the total flowing volume of into the Black
Sea. In a large marine gulf the modern Danube Delta began to form about
5000 years ago.

BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY
Great species diversity resulted from a variety of habitats with a good feed
base and convenient places for breeding, relatively warm climate and low
anthropogenic pressure.
With regard to the number of birds it is one of the richest places in Europe.
Nearly 300 species of birds dwell here, which makes 62 % of avifauna in
Ukraine; 58 species are in the Red Data Book of Ukraine. The total number
of birds that live in the delta at certain times of a year amounts to several
millions of individuals.
In the area of the reserve 104 species of fish are recorded, 24 species are
included in the Red Data Book of Ukraine, 7 - in the European Red List.
Sturgeons and Danube herring are the most valuable species of fish

CULTURAL HERITAGE
Russian оld believers lypovane, the first settlers in these places, founded
the village Lypovanske (Vilkovo) in 1746.
The activities of DBR show good practices of nature management and coexistence of nature and man. Traditional farming and gardening in riverbed parts of the islands, using the fertile Danube silt attract tourists to this
route. Besides, according to the provided limits, storing up of reeds takes
place, which is favorable for enlarging of floodplain washing capacity and
as a result for improvement of their ecological state.
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