Kinburn Sand Spit is a natural territorial complex
of ancient river sandy plains and coastal landscapes unique for Europe. It is a habitat of many
species of plants, fungi, animals, including those
that do not occur anywhere else in the world. Today Kinburn environmental conditions are favorable for resorts, mud cure, fishing, mushroom picking, as well as for scientific and sports tourism.
Kinburn ecosystem is very vulnerable and, in view
of anthropogenic pressure increase may become
uninhabitable not only for wild flora and fauna,
but also for the local population.
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KINBURN ARROW
(Point 4 on the trail)
Kinburn Sand Spit separates Dnieper-Bug Liman from the Black Sea.
The spit is formed by Dnieper sandy
deposits. The name of the Kinburn
Sand Spit comes from transformed
Turkish expression "Kil-burun",
which means "clay nose". At the
end of the XV century the powerful
fortress was erected on the arrow.

BIENKOVI FLOOD-PLAINS
(Point 5 on the trail)
Biyenkovi flood-plains are located
on the coast of the Dnieper-Bug
Liman, 2 km easter from the pier
in Pokrovskoe. These are the remains of ancient river flood land
with numerous wetlands. Their
total area is about 600 hectares.
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VOLYZHIN FOREST
(Point 7 on the trail)
Volyzhyn forest is the largest
natural forest in the lower reaches
of the Dnieper River. It is the remains of the famous Hylaeus, the
country of forests, according to
ancient Greek historian Herodotus,
which existed here during the V
century BC. These forests were
sacred to the Scythians. According
to the legend, ancestor of all the
Scythians, whose father was wellknown Hercules, was born in HylHylaeus.

DNIPRO-BUZKYI LIMAN
(Point 2 on the trail)
Dnipro-Buzkyi (Dnieper-Bug)
Liman is located at the confluence of two big rivers - the
Southern Bug and Dnieper
Rivers. It is the largest liman
among all the Black Sea coastal
estuaries. Numerous representatives of marine, brackish and
freshwater flora and fauna live
here. Many species of birds use
the area as wintering grounds.

SPAWNING LAKES
(Point 6 on the trail)
Until recently, these lakes were the
most productive natural spawning
of carp in the Lower Dnieper. Preserving of waterfowl birds is an
important role of the lakes. The site
ensure the live activity and safety
of big aggregation of pink pelican
(500 - 2500 individuals) and one of
the largest in southern Ukraine
multispecies colony of heron (600
pairs) who use the area as a feeding
habitats.

SAND DUNES
(Point 8 on the trail)
Dunes are sandy hills that blown
by the wind. Dunes can be drifted
up to half meter high during a
day. Sand is often carried at considerable distance from the marine coast. When the wind is
strong sand fills everything. The
only thing that effectively withstands the sand is vegetation. A
large number of endemic, relict
and rare species of plants that are
under special protection can be
found here.

ALDER FOREST (Point 10 on the trail)
The alder forest represents a fairly flooded marsh where sedges dominate.
These forests unlike artificial are of particular importance for biodiversity
conservation of the area. Alder assemblages are disjunctive from their main
areal for hundreds of kilometers. Significant number of flora that is typical
for northern forest-steppe and forest regions grows here. Alder Forest is a
place of concentration of birds and bats during migration.

LOPUSNE LAKE
(Point 11 on the trail)
The lake is the site of concentration of colony of Purple Sandpiper,
seasonal aggregations of gulls and
other birds. The artificial islandplatform was built, compensating
the lack of natural birds` nesting
and increasing the attractiveness
of wetlands for the visitors. The
possibility for birdwatching substantially increased.

ORCHID FIELD (Point 12 on the trail)
Orchid Field is one of the biggest and most popular in Europe habitats of wild
orchids. The area of the main core of the field compounds about 30 hectares,
and the density of plants in some places is more than 100 individuals per one
square meter. Flowering of orchids can be observed in early May. The orchid
field in Pokrovske is as unique as Narcissus Valley in Carpathians.

MULLET LAKES
(Point 13 on the trail)
Mullet Lakes are located along the
southern coast of Kinburn and are
connected with Yahorlyk Bay of the
Black Sea. They create a system of
shallow brackish waterbodies. In
addition, this is a favorite place of
valuable commercial species of fish
(Golden gray mullet, Sharpnose
mullet, Striped mullet) to fat.

YAHORLYK BAY
(Point 15 on the trail)
Yahorlyk Bay is located
between Kinburn Spit and
Peninsula Yahorlyk Kut. It
is partially separated with
Pokrovska Sand spit,
Kruhlyi and Dovhyi Islands
from the sea. At the
bottom of the Bay sea
grass (Zostera marina, Z.
noltii) forms real underwater meadows. The Bay is included in the list of Wetlands of International Importance.
COASTAL SANDS
(Point 19 on the trail)
Coastal sands occupy a narrow strip
of the south-western coast of Kinburn Sand Spit more than two
dozen kilometers long. They form a
specific littoral bank, are periodically filled with water and covered
with original vegetation. Damage of
natural flora along the coast leads
to erosion, destruction of littoral
bank and sea coming ashore.

